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I13Q Via Borgognona is a long, narrow Street whioh 

etarts in Piazza di Spagna. A well-dressed, beautiful 

v.'OBGn, liaria, is walking down this narrow Street whilo, 

behind ter we oan see Street care and automobiles 

speedind by in thè Biasza di Spagna, or ratte? in that 

narro» part of it whioh we see freamed by tte walls of 

tte Via ? orgognora. On bariate face wo oan discexn 

erodety and unoertainty, something whioh is coming to a 

tead. Ste does not even notice a man who is walking by 

ter side, raost likely with thè intention of starting a 

gallant cowersation. Who kncws for how long he has 

tee» following ter? The man (turning towarda ter) mat­

terà sometiiing unintelligible to ter ketween olosed lips. 

raria atruptly turns tte otte? way and faces thè Wall, 

while tte man goss on his way, tesitating and then 

to look round, as though te nere going to wait for ter 

agoin in anotter opening furtter donn tte secd-deserted 

ntreet



l’aria, with e worried look, liftn her gase to a 

window up thore in that building over on thè right. 

Today, as every othsr day, thore is a man at that 

windown, Antonio : ha is walting for her. Prora olosor 

wo oan maire cut bis face; between three scarcely 

- pai" te d lace curtains - and troni bis eyeline wa oan 

eoe "'aria approaching again looking up. Antonio draws 

away trota thè window, and lets thè ourtain fall, just 

as he alwaya does»

Tarla, arrivine at thè ontranee slows up, and 

cornee fornard with an unusual effort: from thè portor’s 

glass lodge we ean bear his repeatefi hammer blows as he 

busily mende a table. The porter sees her and,as usuai, 

comes f ornarti to open thè olevator for ber.

liut this timo Farla approsche s with unusual 

basitation; her face expresses suffering, almost anguish. 

She sllps tha portar ber usuai tip and thon, struck by a 

sudden thought, she turns as though to go out again. She 

hears a door being opened up on thè fourth floor, ber 

iloor» l’aria, almost at a run, hurries out into tho

Street, whilst thè aetonished portar re dose s thè 
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olevator which at an unexpectod buzz, goas rapidly on 

ite way up» The portar looks up thè nell of thè stair- 

caso; leaning over thè bannistors or. thè fourth floor 

io Antonio, looping down. The empty olevator goes past 

thè amazed and thunderstruck Antonio, to pici: up a man 

waiting on thè sixth floor. Whera io .l'aria?

l'aria almost runa down thè via Borgognona and, 

arrivine in thè Piazza di Spagna; boards on a trolley- 

car bound for Termini Station. The trolley-oar is 

almost empty. Karia sees in thè nearest seat and off 

goes thè trolloy-car, A man rune after it, baging with 

bis bande on thè glass of tho doors to stop it. Ilo, it 

is not Antonio. The oonductar also turns round, sonawhat 

annoyed by thè man running along beside thè trolley-oar, 

and shoijting something vJhioh we cannot understend through 

thè Windows, He does not stop thc oar, however, and it 

now antera thè Traforo tunnel, thè noise of ita passale 

amplified into vault eaoh goings.

Suddenly thè pois of our vehicle runa off thè 

electrio cable, and thè ;jolt oaused ty thè unexpectod 

stop causea thè pasaangera to bump against thè seats 
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in front of them. The driver qpens thè automati© door, 

and both he and thè conductor hasten down to set matterà 

right, wìiile five or six passongars watoh operations 

through thè Windows. farla gets up in a flurry and 

moves far word to sit in a seat near thè exit door: thè 

white arch of tho tunnel is lit up by thè brilliant 

flashes of other trolleys on Street cara passine hy.

’’.'g can bear thè loud voicss of thè conduotor on 

thè ground, and of thè driver, who has olisnbed onto 

tho roof of thè ve hi ole. All is now in arder, and thè 

conductor and thè driver get back in again. "aria 

Stores at thè open doors with increasing anxiety. 

Perbaps sho will get off thè car* She gote up but, at 

tkat moment, thè driver closes thè automatic doors and 

tho trolley ©ars continues on its way.

'aria eits with her bande in her lap, fiddling 

nervously with thè clasp of her handbag. A man of 

atout fifty site down next to her and looks at her-

The car stops again and a cripple aocompanied hy 

an old woman get through thè door» at thè front end. The 

cripple is going to sit down, but thè old woman says to
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him "v.e’ll ooon be there non! One con see that thè 

i;.an of about fifty would lika to make conversation with 

Paria; but has not qui te thè narro.

How thè trolley-oar cornee to a halt in front of 

thè Station. Paria t)ets down and shs is so worried 

that she dosa not evon givo way to thè Grippie. Paria 

realises this when she has already alighted, turns as 

though to apologià, but chenges her minò and starts 

to hurry towards thè station, which dominates thè 

larga square with its imposing mass.

The man of fifty prepares to follow Paria, but 

seeing thè hurry she is in, he stops and watohes her 

go. Paria, weaving her way betv/een trame and other 

vohicles arrivas beneath thè huge centrai projeoting 

roof. Maria antere thè crowded station. Svidently she 

does not knotr her wey around Termini very well. She 

looks to right and left seeklng to orientate barself 

and then goes over to tho onormous panale with he 

times of arrivale and depurturea. In cartaio places 

thè crowd is so dense that if forms actual columns,and 

Paria has to fight her way through those moving bar-
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riero of poople. In front of thè enormcus time-tallo aro 

about fifteen or twenty priesto, all with their noeee 

in thè air.

Tarla has not found what she was 1coking far on 

thè time-table, far she goes with hasty steps to thè 

Information Bureau, which is looated in thè great ha& 

way, shining with glass and light. The employe, in 

halting Rnglish is giving an itinerary to a party of 

foro ignare. Tarla is in a hurry and interrupts hitn to 

ask what train for Trieste is due to leave. The clerk 

gives ber an impatient look and replies "Six o’clook". 

l'ut farla wants to know whether it is possible to 

leave oarlier and again tha clerk, letween fragments 

of conrersation with thè Bnglish, who are plying bis 

with long-windecl questione, hurriedly explains that 

thexo is a train leaving for Bologna at five o'clock, 

but that it is no use to her, as she would have to 

wait there to conneot v.lth thè train leaving Rome two 

hours later, at sevon o*clock. Tarla says that she 

will wait at Bologna instead of here»

ììow farla is in thè vast hall of thè main booking 
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office. There are long linee of peoplo in fron^ <£ almost 

all thè ticket affieoe» l’aria cote irto thè tight line, 

having oheoked thè notice giving details of thè class 

and route. In front of hor is a woman with a baby, and 

at ber feet are severa! large packages, on which anothor 

chilo is sitting. Maria*s eyes catch those of thè baby, 

and she looks at him a long timo. A rather pretty girl 

slips indifferently iato tho lire in front of thè noman 

with thè packages, who looks at thè girl with hatred. 

ieyond thè great piate-glass Windows, behind thè 

Lookiag-clerks, a train pulls noisily into platform 

numtor oro»

filaria gets a sudden idea. She leaves thè line 

and rune to a telephony booth on thè other side, opposi to 

thè ticket-office. It is a sort of glass oage standing 

side Ly side with another largar onej this is thè 

writing room with a table in thè middle, over which a 

number of persone are banding as they write; l'aria has 

a countor in her handbag» She diale thè numbsr and 

waits a while. Perhaps there is nobody there. Rhe is 

just atout to replace tho reoeiver, when she gets an 
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answer. She says that sbe la leasing in twenty five 

minutes; if possitele to bring ber suitcase to thè station. 

ì"e gathor that there is nobody at home and that she is 

talking to thè maio ”Jell this to my sisterj ’^aria has 

had to leave because... because thè little girl is not 

vexy well... I will send a te le grani from Trieste... I 

said I would telegraph... “■end soreeone with thè Lag, 

if you can... I am oatching thè train for thè Prenner... 

Lronner..Jrenner...”

laria comes out of thè glaas cabin and gcos back 

to thè ticket office, The line of people is hot longer 

than ever, so 'aria without wasting further time, goes 

over to thè platform*ticket machino. ?he ha® no oounter 

for thè slot-machine, so sì» will bave to over to thè 

tocaoconist to buy one. As she heeitates there a 

moment in doubt, a clean looking sergeant of thè 

infantry, who has con» up to thè slo-machine a secord 

later than her, afferà her bis countar. ?'sria accento 

and would like to pay him for it. Put thè sergeant 

with polite and ruther refined isanners waves aside thè 

offer. J.Taria gets tlia ticket from thè cachine, and tries 
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eneo more to bo allowed to pay for th® counter, The 

sorgeant with thè utmost cexernony, refusas thè money, 

and as L’aria leaves with a quiete motion of thantes, he 

cete a ticket with anothar oounter and follows "aria. 

The loud-speaker blares out ”The Kepi® s-Home-"'ilan 

■tspress le just urriving at piatf ora five! The Haple- 

oae-uilv.n Exproos is just arrivine at platform 

five!...”

Maria raaohea thè train for Bologna. Platform 

five. "'’any passengers go on and others lean out of 

thè Windows. '‘aria looks for someone, thè ticket-col- 

Isctor of bile train. Sha is standing by some porterà, 

who are lóading bycioles. Sh® tells him that she wants 

to tate® a ticket to Bologna, and ho tells her that she 

is stull in tine to get it at thè booking-office if 

ohe wants, "No, I would prefer to take it on thè 

train” says ì'aria. The mn looks a ther in some 

astonishment.

l'aria gats iato a seoond class carriste: a young 

raan raakéff v.’ay for her, he wants to look at her logs.

'aria is looking for a seat. Sto puts her head in to
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two et.' three oompartTOnts ir? whleh all tho passengers 

reply in unholy alliance, that it is already fully oc­

cupila • l'inally, ""aria takos off bar hat and puts it 

on thè little soat in thè corridor. looking at herself 

in thè glass of thè (mirrar) window, she tidies her 

hair. There are ohildren every whero,

Then she looks out of tho window, stili vsry 

moli woxried, tose what thè time is by thè clock under 

thè roof: there is stili a quarter of an hour before 

they leave. l’aria gets a thouf.ht: she hastily gets off 

thè train and goes to a telopìiono which is atteched 

to a pillar supportine th® roof. She is very neaxly 

run <wr by one of those very silent electrio baggage» 

truoks driver? by a porter staaiing on thè front, ?or 

thè second tima she has no oounter, phe ’ruys one from 

thè newspaperaan i-?ho staros at bar, and thè, ulmost 

istinctivsly, mutters a somevjhat ugly word in her 

direction. Then he looks round quicfcly in alarla as 

though somaone might bave ceen able to overhear it» 

ìiear thè telephone, r.'exia meets thè sergeant, 

who salutes her and looks ut hor as if he wero glad
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to show ho was looking at her. l'aria diala thè mmher 

end waits: ehe stops a moment absorbed in thought, and 

thèa, changing her minò, hangs up thè resolver.

After all her basto and ansiety, she now showg 

ss eq,uelly painful slowness. She removes thè oounter 

and wanders slowly back towards thè train. The Sergeant 

no? follone her moro aagerly : he has tì» impresaion 

tbat this dawdling on thè part of thè unknow* girl is 

all a manouver far his benefit.

'aria gets back onto thè train, novi mora crowded 

than over, and with difficulty, regains her seat. 

Theze is a man sitting on it, but "’aria’s hand is in 

bis band. The man, in some confusion, relinquishes thè 

seat. faria sito down, and staras with a '.lank expres­

si on out of thè window»

The sergaant has corno to a stop on thè platform 

noar tìie train, and looks at her in thè hppe that she 

vd.ll look back, To givo himself importanca ho stops 

tv.o soldiers, whc are paesing by him with their 

havarsaeks on their shoulclors, and says sometlìing to 

them, acknowledging thè smart salute that they give lùm 
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wlth an air of nonehalanoe, At thè salute, his eyes 

mandar back to Taria’s winóow to see wrether she has 

notioed him. farla does not see him a;id stili stares 

fixedly in front of ber. Kaunwhile a rcan is moving 

staadily dosar to ber, wallcing very slowly side- 

ways vdt little steps so that nobody will notice Ila.

Buddenly, who should appoar under thè roof of thè 

piati'arra but Antonio, '-aria cioas not see him at once, 

but when si® tìoes a spasm passes over her face, Antonio 

is down thare, bis worried eyes searching down thè 

traisi. At last he also sees her and stopsj he would 

like to wave, to say sorsething, but he just stando 

tirerò looking at ber and "aria looks at him. They do 

not speak for what seoms an oternity. Fohind feria, 

people aro perforraing aerobatic feats with luggage, 

pressing her against thè window. On thè platform in 

front <jf Antonio thare ero persona gesticulating vdldly 

to thè persona on thè trai», signalling with their 

iiands in durab - show to raake themsolves understood 

through thè closed Windows. Others are running atout 

caìling and seorching. Things caso to an almost 

disperate limit, when a raari pulls feria out of thè
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